
 

DECISIONS TAKEN BY CABINET SINCE LAST OSC MEETING AND FORTHCOMING 
CABINET DECISIONS - APRIL 2024 TO JUNE 2024 
 

DECISION CABINET DATE/DECISION 
 

Cabinet Papers – 
9 April 2024 

https://northumberland.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx
?CId=140&MId=2301 

Q3 Corporate Plan 
Performance Report  

9 April 2024 
 
RESOLVED that progress against the three Corporate 
Priorities, as summarised in the report, be noted. 
 

Hirst Masterplan 9 April 2024 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(a) Cabinet note the attached Executive Summary of the 

Hirst Draft Masterplan and outline options for the long-
term regeneration of the area; 

 
(b)  Cabinet support the aspiration to work towards the ‘Do 

Maximum’ option, as set out in section 6.1 of this report, 
during the ongoing development process; 

 
(c)  Cabinet approve the establishment of a ‘Hirst 

Partnership Board’, to be Chaired by the Director of 
Housing & Planning and to comprise stakeholders, 
partners, and Senior Officers from Northumberland 
County Council (NCC); 

 
(d)  Cabinet approve the recruitment to two collaborative 

Hirst regeneration posts, to be funded equally by key 
stakeholders NCC Housing, Advance Northumberland, 
and Bernicia for three years.  The posts will be hosted 
by the Strategic Housing function within the NCC 
Housing Service. NCC element will be funded through 
Housing Reserves; and 

 
(e)  Cabinet note that communications on the Hirst 

Masterplan will be integrated into the overall 
communications strategy for the town as linked to the 
Ashington Town Board.  

 
Energy Central Campus 
Phase 1 – Technical 
Training Kit: Outline 
Business Case 

9 April 2024 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
(a)  Cabinet approve the Outline Business Case for the 

Energy Central Campus Phase 1 – Technical Training 
Kit to enable progression to Full Business Case; 

 
(b)  Authority be delegated, in accordance with the Local 

Assurance Framework, to the Council’s s151 Officer 
following consideration of the recommendation of the 

https://northumberland.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=140&MId=2301
https://northumberland.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=140&MId=2301


 

Energising Blyth Programme Board to approve the Full 
Business Case; 

 
(c)  Authority be delegated to the Council’s s151 Officer to 

enter into a Grant Funding Agreement between the 
Northumberland County Council as the fund 
Accountable Body and Energy Central Campus Ltd; and  

 
(d)  Authority be delegated to the Executive Director of Place 

and Regeneration to enter into any contracts relating to 
the project up to the value of £1.45m, subject to 
confirmation of associated funding being in place and 
the appropriate procurement processes being followed. 

 
Summary of New Capital 
Proposals considered by 
Officer Capital Strategy 
Group 
 
Berwick Culture and 
Creative Zone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northumberland Playzones 

9 April 2024 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
 
(a)  Cabinet accept capital grant funding of £0.330 million for 

the Berwick Culture and Creative Zone (CCZ) and 
approve the amendment to the Capital Programme to 
include the capital grant funding in 2024-25; 

 
(b)  Cabinet note the reallocation of grant funding from 

revenue to capital of £0.110 million and approve the 
amendment to the Capital Programme to include the 
capital grant funding in 2025-26; and  

 
(c)  Cabinet approve the amendment to the Capital 

Programme to reprofile £0.100 for the CCZ project from 
2024-25 to 2025-26. 

 
(a)  Cabinet note the 75% grant contribution of £1.396 

million from the Football Foundation for the 6 sites within 
Portfolio 1 and approve the amendment to the capital 
programme to include the grant funding in 2024-25;  

 
(b)  Cabinet note the Section 106 funding of £0.284 million 

and approve the amendment to the Capital Programme 
to include the funding in 2024-25; 

 
(c) Cabinet note the other external funding of £0.050 million 

detailed in the report and approve the amendment to the 
Capital Programme to including the funding in 2024-25;  

 
(d)  Cabinet note the £0.020 million contribution from Cllr 

Stewart and Cllr Scott and approve the amendment to 
the Capital Programme to reallocate £0.020 million from 
the Member’s Local Improvement Schemes budget to 
the Northumberland Playzones Project in 2024-25; and  

 
(e)  Cabinet approve the proposed spend of £0.111 million 

which will be funded using the existing Northumberland 



 

Playzones project in the Capital Programme, which has 
a current budget of £0.300 million in 2024-25. 

 
Housing Regeneration 
Report – Stock 
Rationalisation 

9 April 2024 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
(a)  Cabinet approve placing lettings on hold within these 
low demand blocks;  
 
(b)  Cabinet approve the prioritisation of customers for 

rehousing; the issuing of Homeloss and disturbance 
payments as appropriate;  

 
(c)  Cabinet approve the removal of the existing void 

properties from the Housing Revenue Account rent roll; 
 
(d)  Authority be delegated to the Executive Director for 

Place and Regeneration to commence negotiations to 
acquire the two residential leasehold properties and 
develop a suitable compensation package. Should 
negotiations not be successful, to compulsorily acquire 
the properties using compulsory purchase powers as a 
last resort; 

 
(e)  Cabinet approve Compulsory Purchase Order process 

for adjacent properties if required; and (f) Cabinet 
approve the demolition of low demand stock in Blyth as 
detailed in the report. 

 
Outcome of the Tenders for 
the Coquet Partnership  

9 April 2024 
 
RESOLVED that:  
 
(a)  Cabinet note the outcomes of the tender process and 

approve the delegation to award the contract to 
Robertsons Construction for the refurbishment works on 
the South Avenue Site and to Portakabin for the 
extensions required at the feeder first schools, to the 
Executive Director for Children, Young People and 
Education; and  

 
(b)  Cabinet note that, in order to complete the works within 

the implementation timescales approved by Cabinet on 
17th November 2022, a Letter of Intent was issued for 
works up to a capped value of £989,194.87 prior to the 
final award of contract.  This was undertaken to prevent 
any increase in cost or delays in programme until the 
award of contract is complete in April 2024. 

 
 
 
  



 

FORTHCOMING CABINET DECISIONS 
 
Northumberland Energy Park Phase 3 (NEP3) 
 
(Exempt Report) The Northumberland Energy Park Phase 3 (NEP3) site 
at East Sleekburn is a key strategic employment land site for the County 
Council; this report will propose how the County Council may wish to 
maximise the impact of the site for economic growth purposes. 

23 April 2024 

Energising Blyth: Levelling Up Deep Dive – Bowes Ct. 
 
This report updates Cabinet and seeks approval of the Outline Business 
Case and other key decisions regarding the delivery of the Bowes Court 
retro-fit of properties. It will recommend the following: 
 

• To approve the Outline Business Case to enable progression to 
Full Business Case. 
 

• Delegate authority, in accordance with the Local Assurance 
Framework, to the Council’s Executive Director of Finance 
(Section 151 Officer) following consideration by the Energising 
Blyth Programme Board to approve the Full Business Case. 
 

• Delegate approvals to the Executive Director for Place and 
Regeneration to enter into any contracts relating to the project 
subject to confirmation of associated funding being in place and 
the appropriate procurement processes being followed. 

 

7 May 2024 

Financial Performance 2023-24 - Position at the end of February 
2024 (Provisional Outturn) 
 
The report will provide Cabinet with the revenue and capital forecast 
provisional outturn against budget for 2023-24. Due to the timing of the 
statutory accounts deadline the forecast provisional outturn will be based 
on the position at the end of February. 

7 May 2024 

Climate Change Action Plan 2024-26 
 
To replace the expiring Climate Change Action Plan 21021-23 and to set 
out our intended strategies for reaching our climate change targets 
across the next three years and beyond. 

7 May 2024 

Enterprise Zone – Ashwood Business Park 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Cabinet with the update and 
outline of the most recent variation to the Ashwood Enterprise Zone (EZ) 
business case application from Advance Northumberland to the NELEP. 

7 May 2024 

Loan to Branxton Parish Council 
 
This report provides details of a potential loan facility to Branxton Parish 
Council of £1,300. 

7 May 2024 

Oracle Contract Refresh 
 
To gain Cabinet’s agreement on refreshing Oracle contract to provide 
NCC’s Enterprise Resource Planning, Human Capital Management and 
Enterprise Performance Management services. 

7 May 2024 



 

Public and Community Transport Health Needs Assessment 
 
For approval. 

7 May 2024 

Selective Licensing Scheme 
 
To review the Selective Licensing proposal including the changes 
detailed following the Consultation. To approve the recommendations 
detailed in the Consultation outcome for the Selective Licensing scheme. 
To seek approval for the Selective Licensing scheme which is proposed 
for a designated area of Blyth. 

11 June 2024 

 


